THE  SPANISH  WAR
The loss of General Mola was felt very much at first,
not only because of the glorious career of the General and
the great military services he had rendered to the move-
ment, but also because it was felt that General Mola's
political tendencies might in a way correct any excessive
swing towards the Left, not so much by General Franco
himself as by some of his intimate advisers. General
Mola, though Cuban born (Cuba in 1887, the year of his
birth, was a Spanish colony) was an ardent Nationalist
and was associated most intimately with Pampeluna, where
he was buried, and the Requetes whose brigades he had
tended and trained with such jealous care
This accident, which caused a series of changes in the
High Command, also delayed once more the operations
against Bilbao It was obviously necessary to allow the
new commander of the forces in the north, General
Davila, time to study the plan of operations and to make
any changes he wished. The foreign generals—for the
Italian units and the German artillery and air chiefs had
to be consulted—were not always extremely amenable,
and it had been part of General Mola's duty to smooth
things over between the Spanish High Command, which
always had the last word, and these foreign subordinates.
In the circumstances General Franco himself thought he
had better take a hand, as he was more readily listened to
and obeyed than might be another Spanish general. The
result, therefore, m the long run, was that the operations
were speeded up. General Franco has always been a man
of rapid decisions and in favour of the speediest move-
ments on the field of battle. His position enabled him to
issue decisive orders to his foreign collaborators, and so the
war machine ran more smoothly and more speedily.
The yital day of the attack, and the day which really
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